
Observing Wild Ants
Now that you’ve practiced looking at ant behaviors and
asking some great questions, it’s time to take your skills to
the next level! For this activity, we want you to go outside
and begin observing ants! At RockEDU we believe that good research begins
with inspiration! This means, seeing something cool—like the video of the
ants foraging—can be used to lead to even more questions about ants! So,
start observing, and let us know what you come up with!

Through this activity, you’ll have the chance to break down your curiosities
about ants and put your scientific skills into action!

Head outside
Hopefully the sun is shining and you’re itching to flip over some rocks! Along with your family or
adult supervisor, head outside and look for some ants! Ants can most easily be found at rock that
lay near the base of the tree. But, as the weather gets warmer, you’ll likely find them all over your
local park and greenspaces! Take a moment to draw a picture of the ant(s) you find or snap a
photo using a camera.

Add your picture and notes here!
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Observations about Ants
Now that you’ve spent some time looking at the ants, what have you noticed? Share some
descriptive information of the ants that you found. How did they look? What did you see them
doing? What surprised you?

Draw and write your observations here!

Questions about Ants
Based on what you see the ant(s) doing, start thinking of questions in the space below! This can
be anything you’d like to explore, ranging from what ants eat to how they spend their time.

Add your questions here!
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Now that you have some observations and questions…
Spend some time thinking about how you would test your questions! Would you need to find
more ants? Would you need a couple of different groups of ants? How long would you want to
observe your ants for? Why is your question interesting and how may it be the inspiration for
others?

Add your goals here!

Lots of our favorite scientists do research similar to this! When scientists go into natural spaces,
and observe animals (without interfering) it’s called a naturalistic observation. Naturalistic
observations are a research method that allows scientists to understand social behaviors that they
would not otherwise be able to study inside of a lab.

For example, you may have heard of primatologist, Dr. Jane Goodall. In Jane’s most famous work,
she spent time in Tanzania observing wild chimpanzees. This led to her groundbreaking findings
related to their social behavior and dietary habits in a way that challenged what we knew about
the behavior and intelligence of non-human animals!

Now that you’re ready to be an ethologist (A science who observes animals in their natural
environment), grab your worksheet, write your question and get started. Check back often with
these notes to see how your questions and curiosities have changed over time, and hopefully
you’ve learned a few things along the way!

Don’t forget, there are lots of ways to learn about ants, so consider building your own model of an
ant colony or diving deeper into categorizing species.

This work is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0 Visit rockedu.rockefeller.edu/resource/ants
Created by RockEDU for Science Saturday 2021, The Rockefeller University 3

https://rockedu.rockefeller.edu/component/whats-that-ant/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
http://rockedu.rockefeller.edu/resource/ants

